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House Passes Farm Relief Bill 
By a vote of 367 to 34 the House on Thursday passed the 
Haugen farm relief bill (H. R. 1) in the form in which it was re- 
ported by the Committee on Agriculture. General debate on the 
bill ended on Tuesday. During debate under the five-minute rule 
on Wednesday and Thursday a number of amendments were pro- 
posed and rejected. The bill now goes to the Senate. 


The House adjourned Thursday with the agreement that on 
Friday it would consider appropriations for fighting the Medi- 
terranean fruit fly and that it would then adjourn from Friday 
to Monday. 


Further delay in completing the tariff bill indicates that the 
Committee on Ways and Means will be unable to submit the mea- 
sure to the House until around the first of May. 


The Senate farm relief bill (S. 1) has been the unfinished 
business before the Senate practically since its introduction. The 
bill includes the debenture plan, and the debate indicates that 


— action on the measure will not be taken so quickly as in the 
ouse, 


That the Senate does not plan to hold public hearings on the 
tariff bill was indicated by Senator Smoot, Chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, on April 25. He stated to the Senate that the 
majority members of the Committee had decided that there would 
be hearings by the Committee, that if a Senator or Representa- 
tive desired to have anybody come in and be heard they could 
come in and be heard, but that the Committee did not want the 
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11,000 pages of testimony already taken in the House to be re- 
peated in the Senate. He further stated that if anything new 
has developed with reference to any item since the House hear- 
ings or different from that presented in the House hearings, the 
Committee would be perfectly willing that persons desiring to 
present these facts should be heard. 


In the last week's Information Letter was given a brief sum- 
mary of the proceedings of Congress, including reference to some 
of the more important agricultural measures introduced in the 
House and Senate. These measures included the main agricul- 
tural relief bills (H. R. 1 and S. 1), amendment of oleomargarine 
act (H. R. 6), amendment of warehouse act (H. R. 7), amend- 
ment of foods and drugs act as to slack fill (H. R. 8), and as to 
labeling inferior canned foods (H. R. 730), fixing standards for 
jams, jellies, and preserves (H. R. 1013), licensing of commis- 
sion merchants handling perishable agricultural products (S. 
108), ete. 

The extent to which Congress will consider measures other 
than those relating to farm relief and the tariff has not yet been 
determined. It is anticipated, however, that other legislation, 
such as that for the decennial census and reapportionment, will 
be enacted, and that Congress will consider various agricultural 
bills collateral to the main relief bill. Because of the interest in 
such collateral legislation, included in which is the Mapes bill 
(H. R. 730) on the labeling of canned foods of inferior quality, 
there is given below a list of the principal bills introduced and 
referred to the House and Senate Committees on Agriculture. 
There are omitted from this list such bills are are in the nature 
of substitutes for the main farm relief measure. 


House BILLs 

H. R. 730, by Mr. Mapes, to require informative labeling on canned 
foods of inferior quality. 

H. R. 2, by Mr. Summers, to provide for the licensing of commission 
merchants handling perishable agricultural commodities, dealers buying 
such commodities, and brokers engaged in negotiating sales and purchases. 
A companion bill (8S. 108) was introduced in the Senate by Senator Borah. 

H. R. 6, by Mr. Haugen, to amend the definition of oleomargarine 
and for other purposes. Another bill (H. R. 160) by Mr. Linthicum would 
also amend the oleomargarine law. 

H. R. 7, by Mr. Haugen, to amend the warehouse act, so as to author- 
ize the Secretary of Agriculture to issue to any warehouseman a license 
to conduct a warehouse or warehouses, in accordance with rules and regu- 
lations prescribed in the bill. 

H. R. 8, by Mr. Haugen, to amend the food and drugs act so as to 
penalize slack filling. 
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H. R. 28, by Mr. Buchanan, to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to make surveys of representative farm areas each year in each state for the 
purpose of obtaining and publishing information upon the economic condi- 
tion of agriculture throughout the United States, for which purpose $250,- 
000 would be appropriated. 

H. R. 80, by Mr. Lankford, to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to experiment in the sale of food and food products of the farm directly 
from producer to consumer. 

H. R. 146, by Mr. Lea, to provide for the inspection of poultry and 
poultry products before entering into slaughtering, packing, canning or 
similiar establishments. 

H. R. 186, by Mr. Burtness, to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to provide for licensing laboratories for making determinations of pro- 
tein in wheat and oil in flax and disseminate information on same. 
Another bill (H. R. 242) by Mr. Sinclair, would authorize the Secretary 
of Agriculture to make protein tests on wheat. 

H. R. 191, by Mr. Cross, to regulate transactions on cotton-futures 
exchanges. A bill (H. R. 715) was also introduced by Mr. Glover to pre- 
vent the sale of cotton and grain in future markets. ° 

H. R. 198, by Mr. Dickinson, to amend the Grain Futures act. 

H. R. 194, by Mr. Dickinson, to provide for research work in connec- 
tion with the utilization of agricultural products other than forest products. 
Another bill (H. R. 197) for the same purpose, was introduced by Mr. 
Fulmer. 


H. R. 196, by Mr. Fulmer, to provide for the use of net weights in sale 
of cotton, 


H, R. 215, by ‘Mr. Vinson, to regulate transactions on cotton-futures 
exchanges. 

H. R. 1013, by Mr. Reed, to define fruit jams, preserves, jellies and 
other products; to provide standards therefor, and to require the labeling 
thereof, and to regulate the traffic therein. A companion bill was intro- 
duced in the Senate. 


H. R, 1424, to provide for the eradication of the Mediterranean fruit 
fly in Florida. 

H. R. 1914, by Mr. Howard, to authorize the construction and operation 
of federal warehouses for the reception and storage of farm products, 

H, J. Res, 26, by Mr. Steagall, to amend the resolution of February 
25, 1929, for the relief of farmers in the storm and flood stricken areas 
of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Alabama. 
The bill would make available $15,000,000 for the purpose of advances 
to and in the purchase of seed, fertilizers, etc. 


SENATE BILLs 


S. 47, by Mr. Harris, to prohibit cotton price predictions in govern- 
ment reports. 


8. 101, by Mr Walsh, of Montana, to provide for official tests of pro- 
tein in wheat. . 


S. 108, by Mr. Borah, to provide for licensing of commission mer- 
chants, ete. 


e 
| 
ie 
le 
1e 
i- 
: | 
or 
pr’ 
on 
n, 
ill 
al 
ill 
y, 
nd 
re. 
re 
ed 
jon 
ng 
es. 
ah. 
ine 
uld 

or- 


1448 INFORMATION LETTER 


S. 122, by Mr. Oddie, to amend the forestry act. 

S. 324, by Mr: Jones, to define jams, jellies, and preserves, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 369, by Mr. Caraway, to prevent the sale of cotton and grain in 
futures markets, 

S. 470, by Mr. Connally, to provide for regulations of transactions 
on cotton-futures exchanges. 

S. 484, by Mr. Norbeck, to provide for protection of watersheds within 
national parks. 

8. 560, by Mr. Schall, to amend the oleomargarine law. 

S. 561, by Mr. Schall, to encourage the utilization of farm waste for 
the production of paper. 

8. J. Res. 9, by Mr. Walsh of Montana, to amend the livestock quaran- 
tine law. 

S. J. Res. 13, by Mr. Black, to provide further relief for farms in the 
storm-stricken areas of the southeast. 


Intended Acreage for Peas 


Changes in the figures for Colorado and Michigan, as given 
in last week's Information Letter, indicate that the acreage in 
canning peas this year will be 106 per cent of the acreage in 1928. 
In Colorado it is expected that the 1929 acreage will be 120 per 


cent of that in 1928 and in Michigan it will be 96 per cent of the 
previous year’s acreage. 


Quarantine Planned on Florida Fruit 


Following the public hearing at Washington on April 22 it 
was announced that a federal quarantine restricting the move- 
ment of fruit and certain vegetables from Florida to prevent 
spread of the Mediterranean fruit fly will soon be issued by tiie 
Department of Agriculture. 


Meanwhile the Department in cooperation with the state offi- 
cials has taken steps to determine fully and accurately the areas 
infested ; to destroy all fruit in the infested area; to clean up in- 
fested groves, involving the spraying of the trees to poison the 
adult flies, and the destruction of pupae in the soil; to trace ship- 
ments of fruits which have been made from the infested area; to 
determine whether the pest has been distributed to distant points 
by means of infested fruit; in view of the uncertainty of the ex- 
tent of spread within the State to provide for the inspection and 
certification of all fruits and of all host vegetables moving out of 
Florida, and as a further precaution approved by the representa- 
tives of the citrus industry of the State, to prohibit the move- 
ment of culls from all portions of the State—in other words, to 
limit shipments to graded and boxed fruit moving in refrigerated 
cars. 
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To carry on this preliminary work Secretary Hyde has au- 
thorized an “emergency transfer” of $40,000, and Florida has 
provided an emergency fund of $50,000. President Hoover has 
requested Congress to reapportion $4,250,000 from the $5,000,- 
000 appropriation to control the pink boll worm, now under con- 
trol, so as to make. this money available for fighting the Mediter- 
ranean fruit fly. 

The Mediterranean fruit fly has long been considered the 
worst of all fruit pests. The nearest infestation to the United 
States has heretofore been that in Bermuda, where it wiped out 
the peach industry in 1865 and where it has recently proved a 
serious pest of lima beans. 

The adult fly lives several months and the female, during a 
five-month period, may lay more than 600 eggs. In Hawaii, 15 
or 16 generations of the fly per year are possible, and in Florida 
a similar rate of multiplication would be possible during six 
months of the year. The insect makes citrus production impos- 
sible in Hawaii, but pineapple is not a host to the fly. 

While the Mediterranean fruit fly is largely a subtropical 
pest, it is destructively abundant over such range in the Mediter- 


ranean region of Europe and in parts of South America, Aus- 
tralia, and South Africa as to indicate the probability that it 
would thrive with us at least throughout the Cotton Belt and the 
citrus-producing regions of California, Arizona, and New Mexico, 
as well as Florida. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Carlot movement of 25 fruits and vegetables increased by 
3,000 cars during the week ended April 20 to a combined total 
of 19,015, according to the U. S. Market News Service. This 
was also 3,000 more than moved during mid-April last season. 
Most of the gain recently was in potatoes, onions, cabbage, let- 
tuce and tomatoes. Potatoes alone required 4,900 cars, while 
orange shipments filled 2,370, onions 1,500, cabbage and lettuce 
1,400 cars each. 

Movement of apples from eastern States increased some- 
what to 825 cars, while western shipments decreased to 360 and 
were lighter than a year ago. Combined cold-storage holdings 
of apples on April 1 were 11 per cent heavier than those of a year 
ye but were about 10 per cent less than the average supply for 

pril, 

A radical reduction was made in the estimate of Texas onion 
crop early last week. Weather damage and other field troubles 
in some parts of the onion territory have reduced the crop to 
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3,312,800 bushels, as against the first estimate of 3,785,000, is- 
sued before the recent survey. This latest figure is about 47,000 
bushels less than last year’s Texas crop. Movement of onions 
from southern Texas jumped to 1,480 cars, or nearly three times 
as many as the previous week's output. 


Total forwardings of cabbage amounted to 1,400 cars, as 
against 535 a year ago. Texas was credited with 425, Alabama 
with 160, and South Carolina with 660 cars. 

About 45 carloads of strawberries moved by truck from 
North Carolina last week to eastern markets, in addition to the 
215 cars by rail. Motor trucks last season hauled more than 
3,000 carloads of berries from the peninsula of Virginia, Mary- 
land and Delaware, and shipments this coming season will prob- 
ably be just as active. Forwardings of Louisiana berries last 
week dropped unexpectedly to 375 cars, but Alabama increased 
to 290 and the total from all shipping States was still about 935 
cars. 

Shipments of Arizona lettuce increased further to a total of 
1,199 cars for the week. For the same period in 1928 Arizona 
moved only 580 cars of lettuce. California's output was only 130 
cars during the past seven days. 

Shipments of spinach decreased to about 225 cars, of which 
Virginia originated 135 and Maryland 30. The Texas season is 
nearly finished. 

Asparagus was beginning to arrive from States as far north 
as New Jersey and Illinois. Movement from California increased 
for the time being to 165 cars during the seven-day period, but 
Georgia was about done and South Carolina dropped to 70 cars. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


A April Total this Total last Total 
Commodity 15-21 seasonto seasonto last 
April April 21 


Apples, total ¢ 
Eastern states 
Western states 


Carrots, 1929 season .... 
Cauliflower 


685 603 583 124,256 80,607 93,004 
327 258 200 61,124 43,481 44,415 
358 435 383 63,132 46,216 46,079 
Asparagus 261 235 1,087 1,708 2,878 
Cabbage, 1920 season .... 1,897 Bao 534 12,205 6,752 38,555 
307 216 200 5184 2,002 7,456 
281 166 224 8,745 6,385 0,046 
re 212 200 157 1,888 1,005 4,688 
Mixed vegetables: 
933 9690 1,188 12,048 12,552 83,361 
2 12 140 835 308 
37 38 11 24,350 18,728 18,744 
rs: 
87 108 102 001 1,847 8,567 
5 3 15 534 668 ™ 
223 390 406 8,766 8,719 10,501 
Wawberries 935 952 608 4,314 21,077 18,715 
BEAMS 361 $76 175 2,629 2,180 6,707 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic 555 15 5a6 4.051 2,900 30,357 
104 271 381 5,266 4,786 5,525 


Seevreeue F ~ 
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Truck Crop Notes 


April frosts reduced yields of early potatoes, peas, string 
beans, cauliflower and spinach in California, according to the 
state agricultural statistician’s report for April 22. Nearly all 
sections are 10 to 15 days later than last year, and shipments are 
starting slowly on account of poor quality and small yields. 


The acreage of early tomatoes harvested in Dade and Bro- 
ward counties, Florida, during the winter and spring months was 
much larger than last year, according to the state agricultural 
statistician’s report for April 20, but the remaining acreage in 
the state is only slightly larger than that of last year. While the 
rains of the past week are expected to help the later shipments 
of tomatoes, yields will generally be rather below the average. 
Quality of the present shipments is unusually good, with pros- 
pects that this will continue through the season. 


All truck crops in the Norfolk section improved considerably 
during the week ending April 20, according to the Virginia agri- 
cultural statistician. There were light frosts on the nights of 
April 17 and 18 but no damage reported. The acreage of spring 
spinach in the Norfolk district is about normal. Recent rains 


and cool weather improved the condition of cabbage. The snap 
bean crop is progressing satisfactorily and has not suffered any 
damage from late frosts. 


Bermuda Vegetable Shipments Continue Smaller 


Shipments of Bermuda vegetables to the United States dur- 
ing the first haif of April totaled 720,590 pounds as compared 
with 1,436,420 in the corresponding period last year. From the 
beginning of the season last November to April 15 the shipments 
have amounted to 4,958,551 pounds, or 2,401,152 pounds less than 
in the corresponding period last year. 


Imports of Tomato Products in March 

Imports of canned tomatoes in March were more than double 
those in the corresponding month last year, and this combined 
with the increased imports for February brought the total for 
the first quarter of the year up to more than 30,000,000 pounds, 
as compared with about 24,000,000 pounds in the first quarter of 
1928. Although there was also an increase in tomato paste im- 
ports, the total receipts for the first quarter were about 800,000 
pounds less than in the corresponding period last year. How- 
ever, the value of the imports for the first quarter of the current 
year was greater than during the same period last year. 
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The figures for the three months, as compiled by the De- 


partment of Commerce, follow: 


Canned Tomatoes 


Pounds 
12,050,604 

7,000,408 

4,540,166 


24,300,348 


Tomato Paste 
Value 


$219,000 
56,268 
42,162 
817,430 


Value 
$666,405 

446,208 

248,038 


1,855,741 8,286,194 


11,584,855 
10,070,274 
8,032,128 


691,015 
605,850 
525,138 


858,689 
831,029 
775,006 


2,466.61 ‘ 


117,002 
116,033 
112,261 


346,286 


Canned Food Exports in March 


With the exception of salmon and sardines, exports of the 
principal classes of canned foods in March were less than in the 
corresponding month last year. Individual items, however, 


90,587,257 


showed some striking changes, among which were losses in pork, 
baked beans, tomatoes, berries and pineapple, and gains in as- 
paragus, corn, peas, apples and applesauce, prunes, and miscel- 
laneous fruits. The detailed figures, as compiled by the Depart- 


ment of Commerce, follow: 


March, 1928 
Pounds Value 
1,020,177 $703,478 

217,853 79,820 
1,227,085 475.404 
193,983 55,620 
241,906 02,604 
6.087.255 540.518 
686.081 
1,502,728 
463,080 
274.074 
1,511,030 
696,292 
4.796.805 
8.741.702 
80,702,700 


March, 1920 
Pounds Value 
1,761,800 $506,494 

$05,083 118,867 
810,100 247,208 
248,716 76.884 
897,001 118,587 
5,526,709 547,873 
920,767 141,249 
699,420 64,578 
744,298 61,610 
415,774 50,494 
1,545,719 150,444 
209.921 
000,920 
4.910.100 
7,767,872 
28,944.802 
2,006,419 
2,026,500 
6.488 570,950 
18,004 148,616 
8,224,508 
10,509,750 
705.580 5.984.407 
463.996 2.716.575 
18.958 
78,200 1,403,659 
479,791 9.008.281 
O87.774 18,341,667 


Articles 
Canned meats, total 
Beef 


Canned vegetables, total 
Asparagus 
Baked beans, and pork and beans 
Corn 


24,807 
57,191 
689,225 
760,412 
2,637,059 
106,736 
101,998 
52,309 
23,1390 
471,507 
A20.096 
547,708 
263,240 
20,587 
123,274 
400,054 
1,021,569 


Condensed milk 
Evaporated milk 
Canned fruits, total 
Apples 
ricot 


751.880 
878,190 


2,710,871 
55.151 
240,006 
118,688 


12.872.806 


2.908 581 
11,852,927 


Weather Conditions 
The continuation of rather frequent rains in the interior 
vallevs and many northern districts caused further interruptions 
in field operations, and seasonal activities are now considerably 
behind an average in most places; in some sections they are from 
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ten days to three weeks late. In the middle and north Atlantic 
areas, the Ohio and middle and upper Mississippi Valleys, and 
the Lake region, some plowing and seeding were accomplished, 
but field work, in general, is still inactive because of wetness. It 
was again cool over these sections and growth of vegetation was 
checked, but in this respect the season is still well advanced. 

As stated in previous bulletins, fruit trees were unfavorably 
advanced through the influence of abnormally warm weather dur- 
ing parts of March and earlier in April, and, consequently, the 
heavy to killing frosts in the week ended April 30 did considerable 
harm in many places, especially in Appalachian sections. In the 
Lake region and Ohio Valley the damage was generally local and 
mostly light, but in the Virginias it was more extensive. Much 
harm was done in West Virginia Friday morning, when a tem- 
perature as low as 26 degrees was reported at Elkins, and, as the 
week closed, like conditions again prevailed, while at the same 
time freezing extended southward to extreme southwestern Vir- 
ginia. Fruit in some Atlantic sections was damaged also by the 
severe storm the first part of the week. 

In the South conditions were generally favorable. Tempera- 
tures were seasonable, except for some rather cool nights, and 
rainfall was mostly light to moderate, permitting active field 
operations in most places, and promoting satisfactory growth. 
Crops have improved in Florida since the rains of last week, and 
moisture is mostly ample throughout the South, except in west- 
ern Texas and New Mexico; a few sections are still too wet. Ex- 
cept for wetness in a few places, conditions were generally favor- 
able also in the Great Plains, with much seeding accomplished in 
the North. 

In some western mountain sections and the eastern Great 
Basin cold rain, or snow, was unfavorable for livestock, especial- 
ly for young le .bs and calves, with considerable loss reported 
from some places. In the more western States the weather was 
mostly favorable, except that rain is still needed in parts of the 
interior of the Pacific Northwest, and frost did considerable in- 
jury to peaches and cherries in Oregon; commercial pears were 
saved by heating. 


Business Conditions 
Check transactions during the week ended April 20 showed 
a gain over both the previous week and the same period of 1928, 
according to the weekly statement of the Department of Com- 
merce, Distribution of goods, as indicated by freight-car load- 
ings, covering the latest available week, was greater than a year 
ago. 
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The general level of wholesale prices again receded from the 
previous week, being lower also than a year ago. Loans and dis- 
counts of Federal reserve member banks showed further slight 
recessions from the previous week, but were higher than a year 
ago. Interest rates on call loans and time funds averaged lower 
than in the previous week but were higher than in the same 
period of last year. 


Business failures were greater in number than in either the 
previous week or the same period of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous Other 
Week ended April 18 .......... 071,730 410,800 266,755 294,106 
956,364 403,763 266,887 285,714 
Corresponding week, 1928 ...... 012,650 870,122 250,877 283,160 
Corresponding week, 1927 ...... 040,561 380,420 264,145 304,087 


Scores Unwise Expansion of Truck Crop Acreages 


Unwise expansion of truck-crop acreages, aggravated by 
“wild cat” plantings of promotion agencies, is responsible for the 
most serious over-production problems of the fruit and vegetable 
industry, according to A. W. McKay of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Mr. McKay, who is a cooperative marketing specialist of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, urges the organization of 
strong cooperative associations by growers, and inter-regional 
cooperation among these groups, to prevent such “unwise expan- 
sion and to discourage promotional schemes which in many sec- 
tions have resulted in large plantings of fruit and vegetable crops 
and long periods of low prices.” 


Canned Milk Production and Stocks 


Total stocks of condensed and evaporated milk in the hands 
of manufacturers April 1st were reported as 127,270,764 pounds, 
compared with 100,298,640 for last year and a five-year average 
for April 1 of 104,070,804. The reduction in stocks during 
March was about 4,000,000, while the average reduction for the 
past five years has been about 3,500,000 pounds. Last year, for 
this period, the reduction was more than 19,000,000. It is worthy 
of note, however, that the report of unsold stocks shows a total 
increase over last year of 29 per cent; also that all of this in- 
crease is in evaporated case goods, with case and bulk condensed 
and bulk evaporated showing rather marked decreases. Since 
most of the reported stocks consist of evaporated case goods, the 
increase of unsold stocks of 56 per cent was more than sufficient 
to counterbalance the decreases in the other classes. 
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With production running somewhat lighter than a year ago, 
with total stocks showing much less reduction than last year, and 
with unsold stocks considerably larger, it is apparent that move- 
ment into consuming channels has not been as great as in 1928. 

Production in March was slightly less than in March, 1928, 
the decrease being about 3 per cent. The output of all firms re- 
porting for March was 142,591,397 pounds. Fifty-one firms re- 
porting for March, in both 1928 and 1929, had a production of 
136,265,224 pounds in March of the current year and 140,469,531 
pounds in March, 1928. 


Mexico to Reduce Duty on Foodstuffs Exported 


Rates of export duty in Mexico are to be reduced on coffee, 
sesame seed, black, white and lima beans, chickpeas and barley 
when exported in receptacles manufactured wholly or of at least. 
40 per cent domestic fibres, effective May 18, according to the 
American commercial attache at Mexico City. 


Black beans, not specified, white and lima beans, and barley, 
when exported in receptacles made exclusively of domestic fibre, 
will be duty free. 


More Funds to Fight Fruit Pests in New York 

A special appropriation made immediately available with the 
signature of Governor Roosevelt provides for an intensive cam- 
paign by entomologists at the Geneva Experiment Station against 
three important insect pests that are causing considerable appre- 
hension among the fruit growers of the State. These are the 
oriental fruit moth, the bud moth, and the codling moth, the lat- 
ter an old-time enemy of the apple grower. The special appro- 
priation will enable the Station specialists to push special investi- 
gations on the control of these pests which have been under way 
during the past two or three seasons. 

Another insect pest of the apple that is rapidly assuming 
the proportions of a major pest and that has received particular 
attention from the Station workers is the fruit tree leaf roller. 
The Station has issued brief, popular accounts of the bud moth, 
the fruit moth, and the fruit tree leaf roller, describing the in- 
sects and their injury and outlining such control measures as 
have been found effective thus far. These publications may be 
had free of charge upon application to the Station. 


Freight Rate Complaints and Decisions 


A complaint filed with the Interstate Commerce Commission 
asks it to order the establishment of reasonable rates on corru- 
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gated and uncorrugated fibreboard paper boxes, and box boards 
from Monroe, Mich., to destinations in Kansas, Missouri, and 
Nebraska. 

Rates on evaporated milk in carloads from Merrill, Wis., to 
Jacksonville, Miami, and West Palm Beach, Fla., are not unrea- 
sonable or otherwise unlawful, according to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, which has dismissed the complaint filed 
against such rates. 


Simplification Conference on Tight Cooperage 


A general conference has been called by the Division of Sim- 
plified Practices of the U. S. Department of Commerce to con- 
sider the simplification of sizes of tight barrels and kegs, includ- 
ing the length and thickness of staves, diameter and thickness 
of heads, etc. The meeting will be held in Saint Louis on May 16, 
in conjunction with the Associated Cooperage Industries of 
America. 


Japan Revises Import Duty on Jams and Fruit Jellies 

A law, effective in Japan on April 1, 1929, revises the import 
duty on jams, fruit jellies and the like, making them dutiable at 
26.30 yen per 100 kin, including receptacle, or approximately 10 
cents a pound, according to information furnished by the assis- 
tant commercial attache at Tokyo. 


Resistant Strains of Corn Sought in Corn-Borer Fight 


The contribution of the Bureau of Plant Industry of the 
United States Department of Agriculture to the 1929 research 
program in corn-borer control will have several different aspects. 
The effort to find or breed strains of corn which will be produc- 
tive under corn-borer conditions is being continued. The most 
effective cultural and fertilizer practices for the infested area are 
being determined. The fundamental causes of variation in pro- 
ductiveness and in corn-borer damage resulting from the use of 
different strains and different cultural and fertilizer practices are 
being sought. Varietal trials and breeding experiments in non- 
infested areas are designed to provide data on the yields of dif- 
ferent varieties planted at different rates and dates, and grown 
under different management, and also to develop corn that will 
be productive when planted at an abnormal date. 

Studies of the cold resistance of corn have shown that some 
strains may be injured by temperatures above those at which 
frost occurs. Although the plants may not be killed, their matur- 
ing may be slowed down sufficiently to reduce the quality of the 
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grain. Other strains may be less susceptible to the influence of 
cold. Strains able to resist temperatures around 30° F. in the 
fall usually would have an additional two to three weeks in which 
to mature, according to weather records for the past 25 years. 
In case corn growers are forced to plant late in order to escape 
heavy infestations, there would be great economic advantage in 
using strains having a much higher resistance to cold than varie- 
ties now grown. It appears possible to develop such strains hav- 
ing other desirable qualities also, and the bureau is now working 
on this feature. 

Experiments in pasture management are looked to for data 
to convince Corn Belt farmers they can afford to devote a larger 
proportion of their farms to pasture. In this way corn acreage 
may possibly be reduced so it will be easier to control the borer 
by the cultural methods recommended by entomologists. 


Trade Practice Conference for Spice Grinders and Packers 
Grinders and packers of spices of the United States have 
been authorized to hold a trade practice conference with the 
Federal Trade Commission. They will seek to correct the prac- 
tice of “slack filling” of the containers used to hold their prod- 


ucts. This will be the main purpose of the meeting. The con- 
ference is scheduled to be held in New York City, May 9, at 10 
a. m., in the Astor Hotel. Chairman Edgar A. McCulloch of the 
Federal Trade Commission will preside. 

Approximately 85 pér cent of the spices ground and distrib- 
uted in the United States are ground and packed by the group 
who have applied for this trade practice conference. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 
GROWING PEAS FOR CANNERY 
A bulletin on growing peas for the canning factory has been 
issued by the Extension Division of Michigan State College, 
similar in form and character to the bulletins on string and lima 
beans, previously noted in the Information Letter. 


BLUBERRY GROWING IN WASHINGTON 
Blueberry growing, for which climatic conditions in west- 
ern Washington are particularly favorable, is the subject of Pop- 
ular Bulletin No. 144, issued by the Washington Agricultural 
Experiment Station at Pullman. The bulletin discusses such sub- 
jects as varieties, soi] requirements, propagation, care, pests, and 
harvesting. 
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MUSHROOM GROWING 


Mushroom culture is the subject of Farmer's Bulletin No. 
1587, recently issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
The bulletin is intended primarily for the amateur grower, and 
will serve to give the prospective grower a knowledge of the 
requirements of the crop. 


SUPERPHOSPHATES AS FERTILIZER FOR PEAS AND BEANS 
An application of 200 pounds of superphosphate or of a 
mixed fertilizer high in phosphorus has been found profitable 
in growing peas for canning, according to the Geneva Experi- 
ment Station, although there is no evidence that any other ele- 
ment than phosphorus is especially beneficial to peas. It is recom- 
mended the fertilizer be spread after the seedbed has been pre- 
pared, but just before the peas are planted. Direct contact of the 
peas with the fertilizer may be disastrous, resulting in a very 
considerable reduction in yield, particularly in dry seasons. 
Similar tests with stringless beans have shown that beans 
are also quite easily injured by direct contact with fertilizers, 
and that the injury may be so severe as to reduce yields very 
materially. Beans respond to fertilizer applications much more 
readily than do peas, providing the fertilizers are applied in a 
separate operation before the beans are sown. 


MARKET DATA HANDBOOK OF NEW ENGLAND 


The “Market Data Handbook of New England” has just 
been issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
as Part III of the Commercial Survey of New England, Parts I 
and II of which “The Industrial Structure of New England” and 
“The Commercial Structure of New England” are now in prepa- 
ration. The “Market Data Handbook” is designed to serve sales 
managers, advertising men, and others interested in sales re- 
search as a handy working manual containing statistical data on 
the several marketing or trading areas of the New England 
States. The “Market Data Handbook” is available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, or 
any District Office of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce for $1.75 a copy. 


PREVENTION OF CABBAGE BLACK RoT 

Cabbage black rot has caused large losses in Wisconsin 
during the past two seasons, chiefly because of the new prac- 
tice of purchasing “frost-proof” plants from the southern states, 
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according to the Director of the State Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at Madison. Heretofore, the rot has been kept 
in check in Wisconsin through the use of clean seed or properly 
disinfected seed, and the rotation of the seed bed to avoid soil 
infestation. 

Because it is impossible to determine in any known way 
whether a young cabbage plant is infected with black rot, farm- 
ers are urged to purchase or use only such cabbage plants 
as they know positively have come from clean seed grown under 
conditions that will not permit of infection by the black rot or- 
ganism. 


ORGANIC MERCURY DISINFECTANTS FAIL TO CONTROL SEED 
CoRN DISEASES 


From data secured in a preliminary test in Wisconsin ‘to 
determine the practical value of organic mercury compounds 
in the control of seed-borne diseases of corn, it is indicated 
that seed corn which has pronounced infestation of seedling 
blight or ear rot is practically certain to produce poor stands 
and poor yields. 

According to the annual report of the Director of the Wis- 
consin Agricultural Experiment Station at Madison, infected 
seed corn treated with organic mercury disinfectants such as 
are now being extensively used in Wisconsin, gives much poorer 
stands and lower yields than untreated seed corn which by 
test shows the absence of infection. No beneficial results from 
the seed disinfection were observable. It is apparent, the re- 
port states, that seed corn testing needs to take into account 
not merely percentage germination, but also the presence or 
absence of disease infection. 


FERTILIZERS FOR CABBAGE, TOMATOES, CUCUMBERS AND CORN 


Fertilizers for early cabbage, tomatoes, cucumbers, and 
sweet corn are discussed in a 42-page bulletin (No. 420) issued 
by the Agricultural Experiment Station at Wooster, Ohio. The 
bulletin presents information as to the fertilizer requirements 
of each of these crops, special studies on nitrogen fertilizers, 
and a comparison of the response of these crops to chemical 
fertilizers and manure. 


Spray CALENDARS 


Spray calendars for peaches (Circular 214), pears (Circular 
215), and spraying and dusting recommendations for apples 
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(Circular 218), have been issued by the New Jersey Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station at New Brunswick. 


FOODSTUFFS MARKET IN NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 

The Department of Commerce has just issued a bulletin on 
the market for foodstuffs in the Netherlands East Indies, in 
which are discussed the food requirements of the islands, meth- 
ods of distribution, terms of credit, packing requirements, etc. 

In 1927, the total value of foodstuffs imported into the Dutch 
East Indies exceeded $12,000,000, of which American produc- 
tion accounted for approximately one-sixth. At present, Ameri- 
can canned sardines and canned salmon are staple articles of 
food among the inhabitants of that market. American canned 
fruits enjoy a good sale, and American canned vegetables could 
be much more widely distributed if prices were slightly shaded 
to meet competition. 

Copies may be purchased from any of the District or Co- 
operative Offices of the Department of Commerce. 


STUDY OF GROCERS’ PROBLEMS 
“The Retail Grocers’ Problems” is the subject of bulle- 


tin No. 5 in the series of distribution cost studies being made by 
the Domestic Commerce Division of the U. S. Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. The bulletin discusses such subjects as 
what city growth is doing to the old-line grocer; stock selection 
and control ; the independent grocer as his own landlord; delivery 
problems; and credit questions. 


